FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Contacts: 
Elliott New,  Elliott & The Untouchables (803)216-2132   email: Elliott.New@usa.net
Judy Stringer, Columbia Action Council (803)343-8750   email: stringer@columbiasc.net
Website: www.elliottandtheuntouchables.com/benefit
Katrina “Southern Hospitality” Benefit Concert – Finlay Park – Sat. Oct. 29, 2005
Columbia, SC - Saturday, October 29, 2005 – 5PM to 10PM
The City of Columbia, SC Cares, and the Columbia Action Council will present the Katrina "Southern Hospitality Benefit Concert".  Donations will be collected for The American Red Cross, Harvest Hope, and The Cooperative Ministries for the relief effort to help those who whose lives were impacted by Hurricane Katrina.  Proceeds will also benefit those in need in the Columbia area. Three bands will be performing at this free concert:

· Elliott & The Untouchables
· Soul Finger featuring Ceasar
· Shelley Magee & The Bad Deeds 
· … plus an All-Star Jam Finale


The City of Columbia and SC Cares will be providing transportation to bring the Gulf Coast evacuees staying in Columbia to the concert. Additionally, area churches are being asked to bring snacks for a VIP tent for the Gulf Coast evacuees.
The following donations will be accepted at the concert:
· The American Red Cross
- monetary donations

· Harvest Hope 


- monetary donations & canned goods

· Cooperative Ministries 
- monetary donations
Columbia has been called a role model city for the support given to the Gulf Coast evacuees that are staying in our city. The concert's goal is to show how a little "Southern Hospitality" can make a big difference in the lives of those in need!
Please spread the word and encourage folks to come out and support this worthy cause!
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Katrina “Southern Hospitality” Benefit Concert – Finlay Park – Sat. Oct. 29, 2005

Interesting facts about the Southern Hospitality Benefit Concert:

· One of the performers, Donald Ceasar (known better as just “Ceaser”), was born in Louisiana and had many family members and close friends impacted by Hurricane Katrina. Immediately after the disaster, he started numerous efforts to collect supplies and money for those in New Orleans. This concert is one of the many events with which he has been involved.
· The concert will begin with opening remarks by Mayor Bob Coble and other City officials. Following a prayer for those impacted by the hurricane, a community mass choir will sing “Amazing Grace”.
· In addition to donations, proceeds from the food sales will be contributed to all three charities involved with the event.

· Columbia has been host to over 2000 evacuees from the Gulf Region since August. Community organizations and churches have worked together provide for their basic needs. 

· The City of Columbia and SC Cares will provide transportation for Gulf Coast evacuees staying in Columbia to attend the concert as VIP guests.

For additional information, Contact: The Columbia Action Council – (803) 343-8750
Additional information on the event can be found on the web:
http://www.elliottandtheuntouchables.com/benefit

For promotional material on the bands:
http://www.elliottandtheuntouchables.com/benefit/benefit_promo.htm
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